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�� he gift of reading is a gift that lasts a 
lifetime. For the fourth  consecutive 
year, the After School Literacy Tutor-

ing Program continues to make great strides in 
helping below average readers read at grade level. 

Data for the 2007-08 school year shows more 
than six out of 10 students reached grade level in 
reading.  

The After School Literacy Program, part of the 
Education Foundation’s Focus on Literacy initia-
tive, continues to narrow the gap of illiteracy for 
elementary students in Washoe County.  

There were 415 (unduplicated) 1st through 6th 
grade students participating in the After School 
Literacy Tutoring Program. Of the participating 
students, 63% were able to read at their grade level 
after attending the Tutoring Program.  

Overall, reading growth for the group was 
(.82) grade level with a slightly higher average, 
(.86) for students who attended at least one full ses-
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sion of tutoring. Even for students who did not com-
plete a full session of tutoring, the average growth was 
(.74) of a grade level. The expected “normal” Fall to 
Spring growth for a student is .75.  These trends are in 
line with results from the previous three years. 

Each student in the program was below grade level 
at the beginning of the school year. Nearly one-third of 
the students in the program, 32%, grew one to two 
grade levels, and 8% grew more than two grade levels. 

Moreover, of all the students who participated in 
the program (all reading below grade level), 26% 
scored at the proficient level (for their first time) on the 
Nevada Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). At each 

Program Highlights 

¨ 1,880 students have been served in the 
After School Literacy Tutoring Pro-
gram in four years. 

¨ In 2007-08, 63% of participating stu-
dents were able to read at their grade 
level after attending tutoring. 

¨ 32% of the students grew one to two 
reading grade levels. 

¨ 8% of the students grew two or more 
reading levels.  

Benefits of learning to read pays off in other academic 
areas including writing, grammar, and comprehen-
sion. 
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grade level: 19% of the 3rd graders, 37% of the 4th grad-
ers, 25% of the 5th graders, and 36% of the 6th graders 
in the program passed the CRT test.  This is significant 
since the English Language Arts benchmark under the 
No Child Left Behind federal legislation Annual Yearly 
Progress (AYP) was raised to 12.1% for the 2007-08 
school year.  

Nine elementary schools participated in the After 
School Literacy Tutoring Program for the 2007-08 
school year. These schools all had between 28% and 
59% of their student population qualifying for the Free 
or Reduced Lunch Program (an at-risk indicator).  The 
nine schools’ minority populations range from 28% to 

The graph shows the range of growth for students in terms of reading levels. While some of the levels show more growth for 
students who did not attend a full session, this may be in part due to students not needing as much tutoring to reach their 
grade level in reading. 

Low teacher-student ratios is a key factor in the success of 
the After School Literacy Tutoring Program.   



69% and all have higher than District average English 
Language Learners.  

Students were tutored in small groups with a 
teacher-student ratio of 1:5 to 1:8. The students in the 
Tutoring Program were selected because they were not 
reading at their grade level. Preference was given to 
students who were “Approaching Proficiency” (26%-
50%), as measured by the CRT or by diagnostic read-
ing assessments.  

Continuing with our work to provide quality pro-
fessional development to tutoring teachers, the Educa-
tion Foundation funded training for these tutors. This 
instruction focused on training tutors how to collect, 
use, and analyze data to structure literacy instruction. 
Tutors were provided best practice literacy interven-
tions using the “Read To, Read With” program devel-
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oped by Dr. Donald Bear at the University of Nevada, 
Reno.   

The School District supports the Education Foun-
dation in this program by offering professional devel-
opment for the tutors. One of the District’s leading Lit-
eracy Coordinators, Carol Caserta-Henry, trained the 
Tutoring Coordinators and tutors.  

Through this specialized training, teachers were 
able to show an increase in their students’ reading 
skills.  Informal assessments by the Literacy Coordina-
tor showed tutoring teachers gained more confidence in 
their ability to test and instruct students in their literacy 
deficiencies.  

The Education Foundation also funded the tutoring 
teachers and their site Tutoring Coordinator to meet 
monthly in a Professional Learning Community to dis-
cuss work at their individual schools, assess data, and 
share ideas on instruction techniques. The District’s 
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Literacy Coordinator also met with each school’s Tu-
toring Coordinator to discuss what was working or not 
working at each school. Tutoring Coordinators were 
able to share strategies, discuss roadblocks and work at 
developing solutions to improve the program’s success.  

 
 

Certified teachers received specialized training funded 
through the Education Foundation on best practice literacy 
intervention so low-level readers received the maximum 
benefit in after school tutoring.  
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The Education Foundation’s Focus on Literacy 
initiative is a comprehensive literacy project provid-
ing selected Washoe County elementary schools with 
books, after school tutoring, technology upgrades, 
and training for staff to provide superior literacy 
learning opportunities for at-risk students.  

The Education Foundation supports elementary 
schools that fall short of qualifying for federal fund-
ing and lack the community resources to enhance 
academic success. These schools have between 28% 
to 59% of the student population qualifying for the 
Free or Reduced Lunch Program.  Minority, at-risk, 

and English Language Learner populations at these 
schools are above the District’s averages.  

In 2003-04, the Foundation raised $60,000 to 
purchase more than 12,000 grade level books for 10 
elementary schools. During the next four years, the 
Foundation raised money to fund after school tutor-
ing for 1,880 youth. Funds were also raised to up-
grade school computer labs with matching gifts from 
local foundations and private donors.  

In the future, the Foundation’s fundraising goal 
is to increase the number of schools and children  
served through its Focus on Literacy initiative.   
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Four Year Comparison 
After School Literacy Tutoring Program Results 

  
2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 

Number of Schools 9 10 9 9 

Number of Students 435 534 497 415 

Percent of students reading at 
grade level after Program 45% 70% 68% 63% 

Percent of students reading 
above grade level after Pro-
gram 

10% 16% 11% 8% 

Percent of 3rd Graders passing 
CRT after Program N/A 27% 43% 19% 

Percent  of 5th Graders pass-
ing CRT after Program N/A 15% 52%** 25%* 

Cost of Program $77,505 $164,040 $165,000 $171,168 
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 Board of Trustees 2007-08 
 

Senator Bill Raggio, Chairman 
Nevada State Senate 

 
Fred Boyd, Vice Chair 

 
Mendy Elliott, Secretary/Treasurer 

Governor’s Office 
State of Nevada 
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Fred Altmann 
Altmann Ott Homes 
 
Kristen Avansino 
E.L. Weigand Foundation 
 
Jim Breslin 
Model Dairy 
 
Ken Buhrmann 
Washoe Education Association  
 
Gary Carano 
Silver Legacy Resort Casino 
 
Tom Carroll 
SMC Construction 
 
Bob Cashell 
Mayor, City of Reno 
 
Jeff Ceccarelli 
Sierra Pacific Power Company 
 
Jennifer Cunningham 
Circus Circus 
 
Chet Curtis 
The Administrative Assistants, 
   Ltd. 
 
Michael Dermody 
DP Partners 
 
Norm Dianda 
Q & D Construction 
 
 

Paul Dugan 
Superintendent, Washoe County 
   School District 
 
Bernice Mathews 
Nevada State Senate 
 
B.J. North 
Plumas Bank 
 
Cheryl Moss 
AT&T  
 
Steve Mulvenon 
Washoe County School District 
 
Lezlie Porter 
Washoe County School District 
Board of Trustees 
 
Bill Sparkman 
University of Nevada, Reno 
 
B.J. Sullivan  
Clark & Sullivan Contractors 
 
Caryn Swobe 
Swobe Strategies 
 
Randolph Townsend 
Nevada State Senate 
 
Lauren Belaustegui Ohlin 
Washoe County School District 
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Corporate/Community  
Clark & Sullivan 
Circus Circus 
Citigroup Foundation 
Game Tech International  
Greater Nevada Credit  
  Union 
Thomas P. & Thelma B.  
  Hart Foundation 
MGM Mirage 
Model Dairy 
National Training Network/
  Algebraic Thinking For 
  Martha Robinson 
Nevada Tri Partners 
Sierra Pacific Power Co. 
Renown Health 
Wells Fargo Foundation 

 
Individuals  

Altmann Family  
Paul Curtis 
Paul & Susan Dugan 
Mendy & Steve Elliott 
Heidi Gansert 
Joyce & Joseph Fisher 
Steve Laden 
G. M. & Ellen Lawson-
 Gilgovan 
Lauren & Hank Ohlin 
Jonnie Pullman 
Senator William Raggio 
Phil & Jennifer Satre Family 
  Charitable Fund at the  
  Community Foundation 
  of Western Nevada 
Barbara Vucanovich 

William Bradley  
Memorial Fund  

Fred & Jane Boyd 
Bradley, Drendel & Jeanney 
Curtis & Teresa Brown 
Robert Buccola 
Don & Rhonda Carano 
Patricia Davis 
Irma Derungs 
KR Capital Advisors 
Robert Heaney 
Angie Jeanney 
Juanita Jeanney & Family 
Pete & Cindy Lzetich (Reno/
  Carson Messenger Svc.) 
Leonard H. McIntosh  
  Foundation 
Lois & Kenneth Pierson 
Piscevich & Fenner 
James Pagliarini &         
  Elizabeth Raymond 
Janice Pine 
Senator William Raggio 
Robert & Joan Sims 
Ranson & Norma Webster 
  Foundation 
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According to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, it costs Nevadans $17,572 to house one 
inmate annually. Did you know most states 
base prison projections on how many students 
cannot read by the third grade?  We can help 
stop illiteracy and give children a second 
chance to learn to read through the Education 
Foundation’s Focus on Literacy Initiative. It 
costs approximately $325 for one child to at-
tend one six to eight week session in the After 
School Literacy Program. 
 
Corporate Sponsorships 
___ Sponsor a child for one 6 to 8 week session, $325  
___ Sponsor one semester of tutoring at 1 school $8,800 
___ Sponsor 1 year of tutoring at 1 school $17,600 
 
 
Name:_____________________________________ 
Company:__________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ____________________________ 
Phone: _____________ Fax: __________________ 
Email: ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
For more information: 
 Washoe County Education Alliance 
 c/o WCSD P.O. Box 30425 Reno, NV 89520-3425 
 PH: (775) 348-0254  FAX: (775) 333-5012  
 Website: http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/ 
     community/education-foundation�
 E-Mail:  lohlin@washoe.k12.nv.us 
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In order to better serve the students and families 
of the Washoe County School District, the Washoe 
County Education Foundation and the Education 
Collaborative of Washoe County will merge to form 
the Education Alliance of Washoe County.  The new 
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�� he Washoe County Education Foun-
dation’s Board of 
Trustees, its do-

nors, and all the students,  
teachers, principals, and parents 
who benefitted from the Educa-
tion Foundation’s programs are 
deeply sadden by the loss of 
our colleague and friend, Lezlie 
Porter, who passed away on 
July 22, 2008 after a long battle 
with cancer.  

Mrs. Porter served on the Education Founda-
tion board from 2007-2008. She was a strong ad-
vocate for the Foundation’s Focus on Literacy 
initiative.  

“We appreciated Lezlie’s insight. She 
brought a great deal of knowledge and under-
standing about key literacy issues to our board,” 
said Education Foundation Co-Chair Fred Boyd. 

She also served as a Washoe County School 
District Board of Trustee from 1991-1994, return-
ing to office in January 1999 and serving until her 
death. She was also strong proponent of career 
technical education, and served on numerous 
other District and community boards all centered 
around education.   

She is survived by her husband of 37 years, 
Clyde Porter, five children, and 11 grandchildren. 

organization will operate as a single 501(c)3, under 
the guidance of Superintendent Paul Dugan, stream-
lining programming, increasing efficiencies, and de-
veloping opportunities for business and community 
to impact our local education system. 

The Education Alliance will preserve the pro-
grams and initiatives of the Education Collaborative 
and the Education Foundation.  The Foundation’s 
Focus on Literacy initiative and the Collaborative’s 
two-decade-old Partners in Education program and  
K-16 partnership with the University of Nevada 
Reno and Truckee Meadows Community College are 
but three examples of efforts that will continue to 
help students, teachers and schools in Washoe 
County.   

“While the two non-profit organizations were 
working cooperatively with business and community 
leaders, together the Alliance will bring stronger sup-
port from state leaders and business and community 
partners, ultimately enhancing the educational sys-
tem for student achievement, “said Dugan. 

Co-chaired by well-known businessman Fred 
Boyd, current Education Foundation vice-chairman, 
and Steve Laden, the current president of the Educa-
tion Col-
laborative, 
the Educa-
tion Alliance 
will foster 
educational 
excellence 
through a 
variety of 
educational 
program-
ming while 
implement-
ing and sus-
taining a comprehensive development plan to raise 
funds through annual giving, endowments, major 
gifts, special projects and grants.  


